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Promise 


A message from the ae 
y president The Shofar blower. From a plaque by Boris Schatz 


Leshanah tovah tikatevu! 

The new year brings great promise to your Society. Throughout 
the country there is a slowly growing recognition of the part it has 
played—too modestly, in this age of promotion—in the development 
of Jewish culture in America. 

As one looks through the impressive and fascinating list of 
books which the Society has published, one is struck by the number 
which are classics in their field. No library interested in the story 
of Jewish life and letters can be adequate without them. No Jew can 
understand or learn about his heritage except by their help. 

Had we published no other work than the only standard Jewish 
version of the Bible in English, we would have performed an in- 
calculable service to the Jewish community. We are inclined to take 
for granted what another generation created for us; and yet this 
version is certainly at the heart of American Jewish life. The Society 
is proud that it made this contribution, but it would like its members 
and friends to be aware of its importance, and share in its pride. 

Since the American Jewish Tercentenary will be celebrated 
this year, the Society as its part in this happy anniversary will pub- 
lish a considerable number of works on American Jewish history. 


(Continued on next page) 
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A Year of Promise 


(Continued from Page 1) 


This is merely intensifying a policy which has been part of its pro- 


gram for many years. Your Society has issued more books in the 
field of American Jewish history than any other organization. We 
believe that the Jews of the United States should know not only their 


cultural and religious history, but that of their people—now settled 
for three hundred years—in this land of freedom. 

As one of your New Year’s resolutions I would hope that you 
will determine to read about the rich and exciting history of the 
American Jew. Furthermore, I hope that you will urge your friends 
to do likewise. It is always fun to celebrate an anniversary; let us 
celebrate ours in a characteristically Jewish way—by learning. It is 
our responsibility to see to it that our children know and have the 
security of their deep roots in the soil of American democracy which 
we Jews have helped to nourish and cultivate. 

May the New Year bring you peace and happiness! 


— Edwin Wolf 2nd 





Our readers write... 


Since I have been receiving the JPS 
BOOKMARK, I feel that I really belong 
to the JPS. I have read the BOOKMARK 
from first to last page with a feeling 
of pride. 

MICHAEL KAPLAN 
Brooklyn, New York 


The BOOKMARK is a wonderful way 
of communicating with members be- 
tween annual membership drives and 
a good idea. It should keep one in- 
formed on what’s going on at JPS, 
etc. 

HERBERT LANGE 
Montreal, Canada 


Your innovation of the JPS Boox- 
MARK is indeed salutary. I find it most 
interesting and whoever edits it has 
mastered the “capsule” idea of our 
times and yet does not give the im- 
pression of such abbreviation as most 
“nocket size” tracts. 

It occurred to me that if you could 
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insert in each issue a coupon for 
membership, listing the various mem- 
bership classifications and the cost of 
each and mail them to a selected list 
of non-members, that they might thus 
whet their appetites for more of what 
the Society offers. Aside from its offer 
of books, which exceeds all existing 
book clubs both in value and qualit 
a member can feel a sense of pride % 
maintaining a Society that seeks to 
preserve and expand the value of books 
dealing with Judaism and all that 
flows from it. 


I. EDWARD TONKON 
Dallas, Texas 


NOTE: Our administrative and ed 
torial staffs are divided on the meri 
of the coupon suggestion made in this 
letter. Should the BOOKMARK develop 
as a purely literary and cultural 
publication, or should it also contain 
promotional material? What do you 
suggest? 
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Books for 
Teen Agers 


By PHILIP GOODMAN 





Teen-agers read books. Of course, 
a good deal of their reading is for 
the purpose of passing examinations. 
Their time is also taken up with 
comic books. Some, on the other hand, 
may suddenly thirst for knowledge 
and develop reading interest in many 
areas. Many read books for pleasure, 
especially on such subjects as adven- 
ture, romance, science, humor and 
sports. 

To expect Jewish teen-agers to read 
books on Jewish philosophy or law and 
similar profound subjects usually 
proves to be one of the “Great Expec- 

tions” doomed to greater disappoint- 
@: For most Jewish teen-agers, 

--4oks must be made available that 
will provide Jewish values and in- 
sights wrapped in pleasurable read- 
ing. Fortunately a number of such 
books are available, although there is 
undoubtedly a need for more. We note 
below only such books as bear on the 
current tercentenary observance of 
Jewish life in the United States. 


Some Jewish fiction books are 
e& arked by a high degree of adven- 
re. One of the most recent, Reuben 


jg Yewise BOOK MONTH 
{ pponsored by the Jewish Book Council a 

























































Book of Jonah Cited 


The Book of Jonah, published by 
the Society in May, 1953, was cited by 
the 1953-4 Religious Books Round 
Table of the American Library Asso- 
ciation as one of three books selected 
for outstanding artistic merit. 

This beautiful book was illustrated 
by Jacob Steinhardt, director of the 
Bezalel School of Art in Jerusalem, 
and hand-written in Hebrew and Eng- 
lish by Franziska Baruch, noted Israeli 
calligrapher. 











Rothgiesser’s THE WELL OF GERAR 
(JPS, 1953), is a thrilling story placed 
in a community of Jewish sugar 
planters in the northeastern part of 
South America and in Europe just 
prior to the French Revolution. 

The American Revolution is the 
period of an exciting tale about a 
young Jewish refugee who escapes 
from persecution and seeks tranquility 
in America but finds himself thrust 
into a new struggle against oppres- 
sion, in JOEL: A NOVEL OF YOUNG 
AMERICA, by Nora Benjamin Kubie 
(JPS, 1952). 

The adventurous story of Judah P. 
Benjamin at the time of the Civil War 
is well told by Robert D. Abrahams 
in his Mr. BENJAMIN’S SworD (JPS, 
1948). The same author writes of the 
same period in THE COMMODORE: THE 
ADVENTUROUS LIFE OF URIAH P. LEvy 
(JPS, 1954), presenting a fictionized 
biography of a fabulous character who 
as a lad of twelve ran off to sea and 
by the time of the Civil War was the 
highest-ranking officer in the U. S. 
Navy. 

THE FIRE EATER (JPS, 1941) and 
Boot CAMP (JPS, 1948), both by Hen- 
ry J. Berkowitz, are thrilling stories 
of World Wars I and II, respectively. 
The setting of the former is the army, 
while that of the latter is the navy. 

Of special interest to girls is Dor- 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A WHAT SOURCE did the prophets find 
that stream of insight which has 
afterwards been channeled into the 
books of the Bible? Who has done unto 
them what they are able to do unto us? 
Did their own heart radiate a con- 
ceit which is able to illumine the 
world’s spiritual gloom? 

The prophet’s answer is consistently 
the same: It was a word of God that 
scorched my tongue. Is it right for us 
to ignore, belittle or traduce that 
claim? 

We are confronted with a stubborn 
fact. A galaxy of men such as Moses, 
Nathan, Elijah, Amos, Isaiah, Jere- 
mia, claim to have perceived a word 
of God. If their claim is false, are we 
not compelled to condemn them as 
liars and impostors who have confused 
and deceived the minds of men for 
more than three thousand years? What 
is the Bible, if revelation has never 
occurred? Worse than a forgery: a 
blasphemy! 

The character of the Bible is a most 
embarrassing issue; it is too important 
to be ignored. More disquieting than 
the personal problem, namely: whether 
we are ready to believe, is the objec- 
tive question: Is the Bible a fraud? 
The affirmation of this question is 
fraught with grave implications. The 
issue, then, is not merely whether we 
can any longer believe in revelation, 
but whether we can any longer believe 
in the negation of revelation. 

It may seem easy to play with the 
idea that the Bible is a book like many 
other books, or that the story of Sinai 
is a fairy tale. Yet it is in such play- 
ing that we may gamble away our 
only commitment, our only tie to God. 

Consider what such denial implies. 
If Moses and Isaiah have failed to 
find out what the will of God is, who 
will? If God is not found in the Bible, 
He will not be found anywhere. 


The question about the Bible is the 
question about the world. It is the 
ultimate question. If God had nothing 
to do with the prophets, then He has 
nothing to do with mankind. And if 


What is th 





Dr. Heschel 


God had anything to do with the 
prophets, then the prophets were 
neither liars nor impostors. 

And yet, we philistines, continue to 
insist upon intellectual cliches, upon 
setting up our own life as a model an 
measure of what prophets could po 
sibly attain. We oppose the prophets 
word with our claim: God can never 
reach an ear; God will never stoop to 
light a word in the mind of man. Yet, 
this is the principle of fools: what is 
unattainable to us is unattainable to 
others. The average man is not t 
measure. It is not an achievement 
man that we are exploring. It is so 
thing in which the power of God w 
active. It is not for us to say that 
God must conform to our standards. 
The platitudes of our theories must 
not decide the greatest issue. There 
are many things between God and 
man which scholars have never 


| 


October, 1954 





the Bible? 


By 
) » Abraham J. Heschel 







dreamt of. Does psychology decide the 
validity of mathematical laws? Does 
history proceed the way logic predicts? 

What is the place of the Bible in 
the world of spirit? What shall the 
Bible be likened to? What does it 
mean to us today? 

The book that avers 


Grace is deceitful, 
and Beauty is vain 


shall it be appraised for its esthetic 
achievements? Some people hail “the 
Bible as Literature,” as if such juxta- 
position were the highest praise, as if 
“literature” were the climax of spiri- 
1 reality. 
hat would Moses, what would Isai- 
an have said to such praise? Perhaps 
the same as Pascal would have said, if 
the manuscript of his Pensees were 
acclaimed for calligraphy. Who but a 
child would claim that the essence of 
the ocean is its beauty? or that the 
meaning of the stars lies in their 
charm? 
The Mohammedans have always pre- 
sented as proof for the divine origin 
Islam “the beauty of the Koran.” 
t is a claim, the merit of which has 
always escaped the understanding of 
non-Mohammedans. It is significant, 
however, that the esthetic quality of 
the Bible has never been used as an 
argument in proving the dogma of 
evelation. How could Jews and Chris- 
ans—until recent times—fail to see 
at the Bible is supreme in form; 
at never have thoughts been cast in 
a finer mold; that no man’s imagina- 
tion has ever conceived a work com- 
*Excerpt from a new book to be published in 
the near future by The Jewish Publication 


Society as a companion volume ta MAN Is 
Not ALONE. 


parable to it in profound, unvanishing 
and often unbearable beauty? 

We all have a need for beauty and 
a thirst for noble expression. Beauty 
and noble expression in varying de- 
grees may be found all over the world. 
Yet is the soul only in need of beauty 
and expression? The soul, we believe, 
is ‘‘tzneed of consecration; to achieve 
that goal we must turn to the Bible. 
There are many literatures, but only 
one Bible. 

The Bible is an answer to the ques- 
tion: how to sanctify life. And if you 
say, we feel no need for sanctification, 
you only prove that the Bible is in- 
dispensable. Because it is the Bible 
that teaches us now to feel the need 
for sanctification. 

What have the prophets done for 
the human situation? Let us try to 
recall but a few out of many things. 

The Bible showed man his inde- 
pendence of nature, his superiority 
to conditions, and called on him to 
realize the tremendous implications 
of simple acts. Not only the stars but 
also the deeds of man may travel a 
course that either reflects or perverts 
a thought of God. The degree of our 
appreciation of the Bible is, therefore, 
determined by the degree of our sen- 
sitiveness to the divine dignity of 
human deeds. Neither artistry nor 
philosophy but insight into the divine 
implications of human life is the dis- 
tinct message of the Bible. 

The Bible has shattered man’s illu- 
sion of being alone. Sinai broke the 
cosmic silence that thickens our blood 
with despair. God does not stand aloof 
from our cries; He is a pattern, not 
only a power, and life is a task, not a 
curse. 

The Bible shows the way of God 
with man and the way of man with 
God. It contains both the complaint of 
God against the wicked and the shriek 
of the smitten man, demanding justice 
of God. 

And this, too, dwells in its pages: 
reminders of man’s incredible callous- 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Books for 
Teen Agers 


(Continued from page 3) 
othy Alofsin’s THE NIGHTINGALE’S 
SoNG (JPS, 1945), which portrays 
the struggles, in the face of almost 
insurmountable obstacles, of an An: eri 
can Jewish girl whose ambition is “to 
be an author. 

Biographical accounts of American 
Jews that are so well written as to 
merit special recommendation to teen- 
agers are AMERICANS ALL by Oscar 
Leonard (Behrman, 1945) and 
AMERICA’S TRIUMPH: STORIES OF 
AMERICAN JEWISH HEROES by Dorothy 
Alofsin (Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, 1949). 

To satisfy the interest of young- 
sters in sports there is Harold U. 
Ribalow’s best-seller THE JEW IN 
AMERICAN SPORTS (Bloch, 1948). 

Every teen-ager enjoys a laugh. A 
good many hearty laughs will be pro- 
voked by the 400 humorous jokes and 
anecdotes in LET LAUGHTER RING by 
S. Felix Mendelsohn (JPS, 1941). 

It may have been noticed that the 
above selection of readable books of 
adventure, sports and humor for Jew- 
ish teen-agers deals with various as- 
pects of American Jewish life. [A more 
complete listing will be found in 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS AND STORIES ON 
AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY, compiled 
by Philip Goodman, available from 
the Jewish Book Council of America, 
sponsored by the National Jewish 
Welfare Board, 145 East 32nd St., 
N. Y. 16, N. Y.—ED.] Indeed, these 
volumes, taken together, present many 
of the highlights of the story of the 
Jew in the United States. With the 
opening of the tercentenary celebra- 
tion of Jewish settlement on these 
shores, this Jewish bookshelf for the 
teen-ager becomes a gift that will 
meet with an enthusiastic response. 





Letter from Hungary 


A number of our members make 
their annual quota of books available 
for free distribution to libraries and 
institutions all over the world. Typic 
of the letters of appreciation receiv 
is the one reprinted below. The inte 
esting English is matched by the 
warmth of feeling expressed by the 
Librarian. 









Library of the 
Jexish Community, 
Budapest, Hungary 


Dear Mr. Zussman, 

This week we have got the American 
Jewish Yearbook 1954, you kindly 
have sent to us. I have not to tell you, 
how much it enjoyed me, there are 
many things to read, we never knew, 
and never would know without it. 

Meanwhile, the bibliography [Of 
Making Many Books, by Joshua Bloch 
—Ed.] arrived too and Prof. Dr. 
Scheiber is very happy to have got it. 
He will write and thank himself, bu 
by all means I thank you too. 

With the best wishes and regards 

I am sincerely yours 
A. Lenke 


Librarian 











What is the Bible? 
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ness and obstinacy, of his immense 


well as the assurance that beyond a 
evil is the compassion of God. 

He who seeks an answer to the most 
pressing question: what is living? will 
find an answer in the Bible: Man’s 
destiny is to be a partner rather than 
a master. There is a task, a law, and 
a way: the task is redemption, t 
law: to do justice, to love mercy, an 
the way is the secret of being hum 
and holy. When we are gasping wit 
despair, when the wisdom of science 
and the splendor of the arts fail to 
save us from fear and the sense of 
futility, the Bible offers us the only 
hope: history is a circuitous way for 
the steps of the Messiah. 


capacity to bring about this doom Ss | 
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The JPS Publication Committee 


By JupDGE Louis E. LEVINTHAL 


Publication Committee 
he Publication Committee is the 










soul of the Society. It consists of many 
of the most prominent Jewish schol- 
ars and molders of Jewish thought. 
When a manuscript or the suggestion 
for a book comes to the office of the 
Society, it is first screened by the 
editor and is then sent to several mem- 
bers of the Publication Committee, 
who examine the manuscript or proj- 
ect and submit a report, suggesting 
acceptance, rejection or modification. 
Members of the Publication Commit- 
tee do this gratis, as a service to the 
community. They also attend meet- 
ings several times a year, at which 
the various reports are discussed and 
isions reached regarding manu- 
pts. 

At the last meeting, which took 
place on May 16, the Committee had 
some 50 items to consider. Working 
very rapidly, and yet subjecting every 
project to a thorough discussion, the 
Committee managed to go through 
the agenda in one day. The recom- 
mendations of the Committee are ad- 
dressed to the Society’s Board of 
Trustees for final approval on the 

sis of the Society’s financial ability 

carry them through. 


Every so often the membership of 
the Committee undergoes a change. To 
those who have left us this year, as 
well as those who continue to serve, 
the American Jewish community owes 
rofound debt of gratitude. 


I am sure the members of the So- 
ty will want to join me in welcom- 
g the new men who have consented 
to serve on the Committee: Robert D. 
Abrahams, a member of the Philadel- 
phia Bar and the author of many 
books, some of them published by the 
Society; Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, form- 
erly of the Society for the Advance- 


ment of Judaism in New York and 
now Rabbi of Congregation Anshei 
Emeth in Chicago, as successor to the 
late Dr. Solomon Goldman who was 
for many years a member of our offi- 
cial family; Professor Eli Ginzberg 
of Columbia University, author of 
many books in the fields of economics 
and sociology, who is the son of the 
great scholar, the late Professor Louis 
Ginzberg; Dr. Simon Greenberg, vice- 
chancellor of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, rabbi, author, scholar and 
teacher; Professor A. Leo Levin of 
the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, who is deeply interested in the 
Orthodox branch of American Jewish 
life; Professor Ephraim Speiser of 
the Semitics Department of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, author of 
many volumes in the field of ancient 
civilizations; and Harry Starr, a mem- 
ber of the New York Bar, a man of 
wide cultural interests, president of 
the American Association for Jewish 
Education and for some years past a 
trustee of the Society. 

Under the solicitous care of these 
men, and of the Committee’s members 
of longer standing, the JPS contribu- 
tion to our cultural future is certain 
to grow. 





Jewish Book Month 


Program chairmen who are plan- 
ning to celebrate Jewish Book Month 
in their organizations are invited to 
display the colorful book jackets and 
distribute the 
available for the asking from the So- 
ciety. They are also urged to consider 
programs featuring the contributions 
of the JPS to American Jewish culture. 
Requests directed to the Executive Sec- 
retary will receive prompt attention. 


interesting literature 
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Living History 


The sprawling, boiling, vital history 
of Jews working, fighting and building 
over the length and breadth of 
America for fifteen generations—Jews 
who fought and traded with Indians, 
pioneered new fields and industries, 
opened up the West to settlement, 
built railroads, fought in their coun- 
try’s wars—comes alive in the new 
JEWISH TOURIST’S GUIDE TO THE U. S., 
which will be ready for distribution 
to JPS members at about the time 
this issue of the Bookmark is off the 
press. 

In compiling the GUIDE—first vol- 
ume of its kind in America—authors 
Bernard Postal and Lionel Koppman 
corresponded with more than 11,000 
persons in 1,000 communities, over 
the course of three years, tracking 
down the 4,000 sites, landmarks, 
shrines, memorials, public buildings 
and other places that are the current 
embodiments of American Jewish 
history. 

Intended as much for the armchair 
traveler as the authentic tourist, their 
work is not confined to the residue of 
history, but paints a vivid picture of 
the way American Jews live today, 


state by state, in metropolis, suburb, 
village and countryside, through 
the land. 


This is the raw material of sch 
arly sociology, but it is much more 
than that. It is history and biography, 
legend and folklore, travel and adven- 
ture--the.panorama of Jewish life in 
these United States, and the stuff of a 
hundred novels. 





The Jewish Publication Society 
of America 
222 North Fifteenth Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 


(Form 3547 Requested) 





Sec. 34.65(e), P. L. & R. 
U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Permit No. 92 











